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CHAPTEE  III.

LORD MINTO was appointed Envoy Extraordinary and
Minister Plenipotentiary to the Court of Vienna, in June
1799. In the following month he set out for his desti-
nation, and arrived there in the first days of August.

A sudden outbreak of illness among the younger
members of the family prevented them and their mother
from leaving England with Lord Minto, and they were
left behind to follow as soon as the children should be
able to travel.

When that time arrived, events, to be presently
related, had momentarily disturbed the relations of
Grreat Britain and Austria, and a rupture seeming im-
minent, Mr. Pitt advised Lady Minto to postpone her
departure. But before the political horizon was re-
stored to serenity, an unusually severe winter had
set in. For months the Elbe was blocked with ice.
Even the communications by messengers were stopped
for a considerable period. Lady Minto therefore did
not join her husband until the spring of 1800.

* I never felt more unwilling to part with you, and
more heavy-hearted,' he wrote to her a few hours after
their separation, fi nor have ever felt that I left you
more forlorn and melancholy. If burdens are dimi-
nished by being shared, you may feel lighter already.